IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF COOK COUNTY, ILLINOIS

GENERAL ADMINISTRATIVE ORDER No. 2023-05
SUBJECT: COVID-19 EMERGENCY MEASURES TERMINATED, MODIFICATION
OF COURT OPERATIONS

In light of the May 11, 2023, termination of the National Health Emergency by President Joseph
Biden and the State of Illinois Public Health Emergency by Governor J.B. Pritzker; consistent with
public health guidance issued by the Centers for Disease Control and advice from the Chief
Medical Officer for the Cook County Department of Public Health; mindful of the technological
capabilities developed and employed to carry on the work of the Circuit Court of Cook County,
[llinois, during the COVID-19 pandemic and the enhancement of access to justice afforded by
those technologies; cognizant that public confidence in the court requires that the court not only
do justice, but be seen to do justice; and pursuant to this court’s inherent authority,

IT IS HEREBY ORDERED that, except as expressly provided below or in extraordinary or
compelling circumstances, all matters in all Districts and Divisions of the court shall be conducted
as set forth in General Administrative Order 2023-03;

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that, effective May 14 or as otherwise ordered, all judges and
employees of the court, including its administrative departments, shall return to work in their
regularly assigned workspaces and conduct business in person, telephonically or by
videoconference from their regular work locations, subject to accommodations required by law, as
follows:

1. Effective May 14, 2023, all judges and employees shall report to work at their regular work
locations no less than 70% of each pay period;

2. Effective May 21, 2023, all judges and employees shall report to work at their regular work
locations no less than 80% of each pay period;

3. Effective June 4, 2023, work from a remote location will not be permitted except as
required by law or otherwise ordered,;

Nothing in this section is intended or should be construed as a limitation on authority or discretion
of the Presiding Judges of each Division or District, or the Directors or Department Heads of the
court’s administrative departments to direct the judges or employees under their respective
supervision to report to work, or continue to report to work, in person in excess of the percentages
set forth above;

IT ISFURTHER ORDERED that there shall be created by the Chief Judge a committee to study
the feasibility of resumption of a degree of remote work at a future date and to make
recommendations to the Chief Judge;

IT ISFURTHER ORDERED that self-represented litigants and other participants without access
to the internet or a telephone shall be encouraged by the court and the circuit clerk to make use of
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the spaces and equipment provided by the court in each courthouse to participate in court
proceedings by videoconference, but shall be permitted/encouraged to appear in person before the
judge presiding in their matters if they present themselves in the Zoom Room in the courthouse
where their matters are pending;

IT ISFURTHER ORDERED that the wearing of masks or other face coverings in court facilities
is optional effective May 1, 2023, subject to resumption of the Office of the Chief Judge Face
Covering Policy should public health experts indicate such resumption is advisable for the
protection of the public, employees, and other users of court facilities. Anyone who chooses to
wear a face covering is welcome to continue to do so;

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that, at the direction received from the Cook County Department
of Public Health, requests for removal of plexiglass from courtrooms and workspaces should be
submitted to the appropriate Presiding Judge, Director or Department Head for approval,

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that official court reporters and interpreters shall be available for
remote proceedings conducted in courthouses as they would be for in-person proceedings; digital
reporters shall operate the electronic recording system for in-person proceedings in courtrooms
using an electronic recording system; when an electronic recording system is not available, at the
discretion of the judge presiding, official court reporters and interpreters shall be present in the
courtroom for in-person proceedings not using an electronic recording system; broadcasting,
transmitting or publishing audio or video recordings of teleconference and videoconference court
proceedings are prohibited, except as authorized by Ill. S. Ct. Rs. 44 and 46;

IT ISFURTHER ORDERED:

1. MANDATORY ARBITRATION Mandatory arbitration hearings, including those previously
scheduled, shall be held by videoconference or in person;

2. MARRIAGES: Marriages shall be performed by appointment or on a first come, first served
basis for those without appointments;

3. HELP DESKS. All help desks, including, but not limited to, the Guardianship Assistance Desk
for Minors, 69 W. Washington St., Chicago, shall operate by videoconference and in person;

IT ISFURTHER ORDERED that this order is effective immediately.

Dated this 21st day of April 2023.
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